
Reading is  one of the most important things which children will ever learn to do as it is 

the window to accessing huge amounts of knowledge about the world in which we live. 

It is not only essential for many areas of learning but can be a means of escape from 

everyday life and an incredible journey into other places and times.

On one of our in service days in February all the staff attended a course named 

Reflective Reading by Mrs Anne Glennie.  Annes Glennie’s work is based on sound 

educational research on the best ways of teaching children to be Reflective Readers with 

a full and deep level of understanding of what they are reading and to develop a love of 

reading which will stay with children well beyond their school years.  What we heard 

inspired us to make a few changes to the way we are doing things with regards to the 

teaching of reading.
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Some of what we heard was actually quite shocking to us.  In the year 2000, Scotland’s 

reading scores were 20-30 points ahead of the OECD average, by 2012 they were around 

5 points ahead of the OECD average.  Previous research has proved that regularly 

reading for pleasure can be linked to better progress in maths, vocabulary and spelling  

yet there are 43% of Scottish children never reading for pleasure.  At Redmyre, we are 

determined that wont be happening for any of our children.  We want every child that 

walks out of that door at the end of P7 to not only be a competent reader, but to have 

developed a love of reading which will enrich their lives and we all, as both educators 

and parents have an important part to play in that.
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The good news is, that we can all do our bit to get those OECD reading scores back to 

being amongst the best in the world and probably one of the most important things we 

can do is to read to our children often.  Teachers read to the children every day in class 

and story time is the one time in the day when I can walk into the infant classroom and 

guarantee that nobody will give me a second glance as they are all so engrossed.  As we 

read to children they learn the importance of language and they learn that the marks on 

the page represent the sounds and words that we speak.  When we are just speaking to 

children  we do try to only use the words which we know children will understand but 

from books children will be introduced to a much wider vocabulary which builds a firm 

foundation for building communication  skills, reading, comprehension and writing.  

Reading to children fuels their imagination and sparks creativity and that ability to ‘think 

outside of the box’.
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There’s more good news.  The research is firmly telling us that we need to use  

systematic teaching of phonics to teach children to read, or at least to teaching them the 

‘mechanics’ of reading and you’ll be glad to know that this is what we do at Redmyre 

anyway.  We begin by systematically teaching the sounds that each letter makes then we 

teach them the different sounds,  that can be made by putting letters together or the 

graphemes.  Then we show them how to sound out all of these phonics and graphemes 

to read the words….easy?  So lets try it…..
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Here are the new symbols you are going to need.  It’s quite easy for you because you will 

already know some of them like the a, the g, the o and the d. So just really 7 new ones 

to remember.  I’ll give you a wee minute to remember them.  Right, now read this….
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Try this if you think reading is easy.  I think you can see what I’m trying to illustrate.  

Teaching the children the phonics and graphemes takes time and practice…..a lot of 

practice!  We do it in class in as many different ways as we can, by drawing them in sand, 

playing snap, making them with playdough, associating them with actions, songs….you 

name it, we do it, anything to make those automatic. You will probably see some of the 

strategies we use to teach this automaticity when your in your child’s class today.  It 

really helps if you practice at home too. Even simple things like how many bs can you 

find on this page of our bed time story, what sounds do you think are in the word bird?  

As soon as recognition of the phonics and graphemes become automatic then children 

can begin sounding them together to read words and then the more practice they get of 

that the better they will become at decoding words quickly so that’s them reading? ….No 

it isn’t. Reading is about decoding and comprehension but good, quick decoding is a pre 

requisite to good comprehension.  
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Comprehension is the whole reason for reading.  If readers can decode the words but do 

not understand or connect to what they are reading they are not really reading.  Good 

readers are purposeful, active and have the skills to absorb what they have read, analyse 

it, make sense of it and make it their own.  Strong readers use their experiences and 

knowledge of the world, vocabulary, language structure and reading strategies to make 

sense of the text and extract meaning from it.

At the earliest stages, from babies through to when children are able to decode the 

words for themselves, comprehension skills are being embedded every time we read to 

our children and talk to them about the stories making connections with their own lives 

and other stories or films, when we make predictions about what might happen, when 

we question what is happening in the story or make inference abut why characters are 

doing or saying certain things, when we visualise the picture of what is happening in the 

story or by encouraging children to summarise stories in their own words.  We can also 

build that all important vocabulary by doing something which we call monitoring which 

basically means talking about the meaning of new words and phrases.  When children 

have really mastered the decoding and are able to, to all intents and purposes read, this 

is when we want to really step up the comprehension work at school.  So by about 

primary 3 or 4 (and this will be different for all children because they all master the 

decoding at different times) you may find that they are having their reading ‘heard’ less 

frequently in school but they are given a week’s worth of reading to be done at home 

over the course of a week. This is because we are changing things around a little.  It is 
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still very important that children ‘do ‘ their reading practice at home as this is what will 

help their fluency and confidence in reading aloud and we will still monitor this in school.  

The staff will be spending the time concentrating on really getting the children working 

on those comprehension strategies. Very often, we see children who we think are super 

readers but then we put them in front of a text which is not a ‘reading’ book’ and it all 

goes out the window so teachers will be using a range of different styles of texts to build 

these comprehension skills.
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Because we had already been implementing many of the Reflecting Reading strategies in 

our practice anyway, the only change you may notice is that, from around P3/4 your 

child will be having reading ‘heard’ in class less frequently as the teacher is using the 

saved time to really get stuck in to the meaty comprehension stuff.  Practicing for fluency 

at home is still very important though so we still really appreciate your support with this.  

What we’re hoping we will all start noticing is that our children will be reading a wider 

range of texts with a much deeper understanding which should, ultimately lead to that 

‘love’ of reading which we all like our children to have. 

8


